Champions for Children
Henry/Rush County Chapter of the Indiana Association for

The Education of Young Children

Minutes of May 8, 2007

Glen Oaks

Riley Road

New Castle, IN 47362

Attendees: Mary Ellen Brausa, Tammy Eastridge, Tonya Cooper, Debbie Evans, Tammy Collis, Ethel Smith, Mary Pendergraft, Karen Copeland, Dianna Wallace, and Darlene Finch

1. Welcome

Our President Mary Ellen Brausa welcomed everyone to the meeting.

2. Minutes of March Meeting

Correction to # 5: there was 128 Elder Beerman booklets sold instead of 100 making the total sales $640.00,

Motion was made by Tonya Cooper to accept the minutes with the correction.  Seconded by Karen Copeland MC

      3.  Executive Minutes:   Correction made to #4: Madelene Denton, a Blue River   

student, has applied for a scholarship.  She works at Small Wonders teaching 


children cheerleading skills.


Addition to #5:  Ribbons were also placed in Knightstown with the Proclamation


given by the Town Council and an article was published in the Knightstown 


Banner.


Tammy Eastridge moved to accept the Executive minutes with corrections.  


Tonya Cooper seconded. MC.

4. Treasurer’s Report

 Given by Tammy Eastridge in Christine Howard’s absence

Beginning balance $2688.01

Deposits
         640.00

Total Expenditures   343.75

Current Balance   $2984.26

Mary Pendergraft presented a check from the Child Abuse Henry County Council in the amount of $94.50 for the 2006 and 2007 reimbursement of ribbons for the Month of the Young Child,

Mary also presented a check to be deposited in the amount of $183.85 from the Elder Beerman cash register sales during the coupon booklet fundraiser.

Tammy Collis motioned to accept the Treasurer’s report

Mary Pendergraft seconded. MC

5. Scholarship Recipient

Madelene Denton, a student at Blue River Valley High School was the only applicant.  Mary Pendergraft and Mary Ellen Brausa decided the applicant was deserving of the Mary Pendergraft Scholarship and therefore, Mary Pendergraft will be presenting it during the Blue River Valley Convocation to Madelene.

Janelle Blackburn’s scholarship will be renewed.  Janelle attends Anderson University and Mary Ellen Brausa will continue to try reaching her and informing her of the renewal of the Mary Pendergraft Scholarship.

6. Committee Reports

Mary Pendergraft reported that the next Elder Beerman coupon booklet sale will begin November 10, 2007.  The organizational meeting will be during the early part of August.  It was decided to only do one sale and that being in November.  The goal will be to sell 150 booklets.

A portion of the money from the sales will be set aside for the Mary Pendergraft Scholarship.  Discussion about what will be done with the remainder of the money transpired.  Some suggestions were: newsletter, billboard for the Month of the Young Child, training, flyer, Spring Conference, grant availability, scholarship information, and recognition banquet.
It was decided that a Chapter newsletter be published and mailed by the end of June with year end reports by all the committees, goals for next year, Fall conference, new officers, upcoming fund raisers, meeting schedule for 2007 – ’08,

Membership Committee

Requested that the Chairs of the committees meet with the Executive Committee during their meeting and the Chairs report committee goals, concerns, and progress.  The first such meeting will be August 14th time will be 4:00 p.m. at the Glen Oaks facility.  Other inclusive meetings will be during the December and February meetings.

7. Curriculum Ideas

There were no ideas given at this meeting.  Reminder was given that the Refreshment Committee was to take over assigning this job for each meeting.

8. Month of the Young Child Report

Dianna reported that as we consider the Month of the Young Child we need to become more focused with a local child care provider, maybe home provider heading up this committee.  Reason being the comments and questions that she received while promoting the Month of the Young Child by Chamber of Commerce Persons, Town Council Members, and other officials about how they could help our Chapter and what are we doing for their local children.
It was suggested by Tammy Collis that we link up with the local Parks Departments and help with playground safety ideas and help to achieve these safety measures.

Another suggestion was to buy books or make books available to Family Child Care Personnel and when the books were read to the children, try to have some form of publicity available about where the books were obtained and showing the reading of the books.

Have a mentoring type program available for those providers who are seeking information about different subjects.  Subjects mentioned were: Accreditation, Paths to Quality, and Licensing regulations..

NAEYC will be sending publications to IAEYC for distributions to the Indiana Chapters for distribution among the membership or however the Chapters feel would be the best way to distribute these publications.

9. Summer Training Needs

It was decided to add an addendum to the Strategic Plan saying we are planning a training session in September instead of during the summer.
The training will be September 11th at 6:00 in the Glen Oaks facility.  A meal will be provided by Glen Oaks but persons attending must call Tammy Eastridge for reservations a week in advance so Tammy can report to Glen Oaks the number of meals to prepare.

The Conference will include a panel discussion about the Paths to Quality featuring Dee Naylor, Karen Copeland, and a representative from the Resource and Referral office.  Dianna Wallace and Karen Copeland will be in charge of contacting the Resource and Referral office at Huffer to enlist the third panelist.

10. Ballot for Treasurer

Karen Copeland, Chairperson of the Membership Committee, handed out election ballots for a new treasurer.  The candidates included Tonya Cooper and Mary Pendergraft.  Those present during the meeting were given the option of voting and placing the individual ballots in an envelope which Karen sealed until all the mail in ballots is collected.  Mary Ellen Brausa took ballots to place in the Head Start mail boxes and Karen will mail or email the ballots to the rest of the membership.   The voting deadline is May 31.  At that time, the votes will be tabulated and results will be given to the Executive Committee to disperse the information.

11. Other

Thanks were given to the Recognition Committee for the great job they did in organizing and following through with the Banquet and door prizes.

A thank you was sent to Glen Oaks for hosting, preparing, and serving our banquet.

 Tonya Cooper will send a card of thanks to Glen Oaks for the salad bar, desserts, and drinks and for allowing us to use this facility for our meetings.

Mary Pendergraft will bring a card to the next full membership meeting in July for everyone to sign showing our gratitude for our meeting place and meal.

It was suggested that during each meeting a thank you card would be circulated for everyone to sign which will be mailed to Glen Oaks.

Adjournment

Mary Ellen entertained a motion that the meeting be adjourned by Tammy Collis.  Mary Pendergraft seconded.  MC  

Meeting ended at 7:30 p.m.
